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ADEA Biennale on Education in Libreville, Gabon 
will discuss how to ensure more and better education in Africa   
Paris, March 23, 2006 - How to ensure more and better education in schools and in literacy and early childhood development programs will be the strategic question discussed during the 2006 Biennale on Education in Africa organized by the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) in collaboration with Gabon’s Government. The event will take place in Libreville, Gabon, March 27-31. This is the most important gathering on the continent devoted to educational cooperation.

Over 400 participants will gather at the International Conference Center in the Gabonese capital, including Ministers responsible for education and training in sub-Saharan Africa; representatives of multilateral and bilateral co-operation agencies active in development assistance; Non Governmental Organizations; African and international civil society organizations; as well as professionals in all areas of education, including universities, institutions and research networks.

The official opening of the 2006 Biennale on Education in Africa will be distinguished by speeches given by the President of the Commission of the African Union, Alpha Oumar Konaré; by the President of the Republic of Cape Verde, Pedro Pires, who is the honorary guest; and the Gabonese head of state, El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba.

This ceremony will be preceded earlier in the day by the Caucus of Ministers of Education from sub-Saharan Africa who will discuss, in particular, the activities of the African Union’s  new Decade of Education (2000(15), with the special participation of Mr. Konaré.

Following the Grand Baie Biennale (Mauritius) in December 2003, the succeeding Libreville conference is intended to further explore considerations already expressed on how to improve the quality of education. It will concentrate more specifically on the effectiveness of learning and education and training systems.  Debates will focus on the factors and conditions required to make schools and literacy and early childhood development programs more effective. 

The introductory plenary sessions for each of these three subjects will be followed by parallel sessions to allow participants to debate the issues, and to develop strategies to reinforce the educational effectiveness in schools, literacy centers and ECD programs.

This policy dialogue, which is essential to promote necessary reforms ( a priority for the Biennale ( draws on analytical studies and various contributions from professional networks including ADEA’s 11 working groups and ad hoc working groups.

Besides the official launching of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005(14), the Libreville program has also planned several other activities outside the main events: a special fair presenting experiences and innovations, exhibitions, book launchings and visits.

The main objective of ADEA’s sixth Biennale is the enrichment of the political vision to achieve realistic and committed engagement to support the efforts of African countries striving to fulfill the challenge of quality basic Education for All.

About ADEA

Since its founding in 1988, ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and cooperation and development agencies. One of the principles underlying ADEA’s philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process that fully empowers African ministers of education. ADEA’s activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Communication and Publications Officer, ADEA

In  Paris : +33(0)14503 7769
In  Libreville : +241/ 07 59 52 23
th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
Alcinou Da Costa, ADEA Press Consultant

In Libreville : +241 07 90 32 92

alcinou@wanadoo.fr
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